
        
City Council Agenda 

 
 

 
 
 

I. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance  
 
II. Roll Call 
 
III. Approval of Agenda  
 
IV. Public Comments on Agenda Items   
 
V. Consent Agenda  

A. Approval of Bills  
1. City and BPU Claims of December 23, 2020: $212,604.46 
2. Payroll of December 24, 2020: $171,185.76 

 B.        City Council Minutes of January 4, 2021  
            C.  Finance Committee Minutes of November 30, 2020, December 14, 2020, and 

December 28, 2020 
 
VI. Communications/Petitions 

A.     Airport Fuel Sales  
B.     Community Action Agency Thank You Letter 
C.     Carson Cooley Letter 
D.     Beverly Hynes Form Submission: Contact Us (City Website) 

 
VII. Introduction and Adoption of Ordinances/Public Hearing  

A.        
        

VIII. Old Business   
A. City Council 2021 Goals 
B. Public Service Department Updates     

 
IX. New Business 

A. BPU Sanitary Sewer Camera Services 
B. Wickettstick Sewer Use Agreement 

 
X. Miscellaneous Reports 

A.     Proclamations- None 
B.     (Re)Appointments- Reappointment of Travis Stebelton to Airport Advisory Committee 

C.     Other- None 

XI. General Public Comment 
  
XII. City Manager’s Report 
 

 
January 18, 2021 
7:00 p.m. 
 

City Council Chambers 
97 N. Broad Street 

Hillsdale, MI  49242 
 

 



City of Hillsdale, Michigan  January 18, 2021 
City Council Agenda 
 
XIII. Council Comment 
 
XIV. Adjournment 
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CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
City of Hillsdale 
January 4, 2021 

7:00 P.M. 
 

Regular Meeting 
        Electronic Meeting (COVID-19) 

 
  
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mayor Adam Stockford opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Mayor Adam Stockford called the meeting to order. Clerk Price took roll call.   
 

Council Members present:  Adam Stockford, Mayor      
     R Greg Stuchell, Ward 1 
     Anthony Vear, Ward 1 

William Morrisey, Ward 2 
Cynthia Pratt, Ward 2 
Bruce Sharp, Ward 3 

     William Zeiser, Ward 3 
Robert Socha, Ward 4  
Raymondy Briner, Ward 4 

   
Council Members absent:  None 
           

 
Present: Attorney Tom Thompson, Katy Price (City Clerk), Brandon Janes (BPU), Penny Swan and 
Mike Prince.   
    
Present electronically: David Mackie (City Manager), Scott Hephner (HCPS/HCFD), Jake Hammel 
(DPS Director), Jason Blake (DPS Foreman), Ruth Brown, Jack Mclain and Dennis Wainscott.  
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
Motion by Council Member Morrisey, seconded by Council Member Socha to approve the agenda 
as presented. 
 

Roll call:    Mayor Stockford   Aye 
Council Member Morrisey  Aye 

 Council Member Sharp  Aye 
Council Member Socha                       Aye 

    Council Member Stuchell  Aye 
    Council Member Vear   Aye 
    Council Member Zeiser  Aye 
    Council Member Pratt   Aye 
    Council Member Briner  Aye 
      
Motion passed 9-0. 
 

 
Public Comment 
  
None. 
 
 
 
Consent Agenda 

 
  A. Approval of Bills  
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1.         City and BPU Claims of December 10, 2020: $618,580.46 
2. Payroll of December 10, 2020: $179,200.39 

 B.        City Council Minutes of December 21, 2020  
 C.  Board of Review Minutes of December 15, 2020 
 D. EDC Business Review Committee Minutes of December 11, 2020 
 
Motion by Council Member Morrisey, seconded by Council Member Pratt to approve the Consent 
agenda as presented.  
 

Roll call:    Mayor Stockford   Aye 
Council Member Morrisey  Aye 

 Council Member Sharp  Aye 
Council Member Socha                       Aye 

    Council Member Stuchell  Aye 
    Council Member Vear   Aye 
    Council Member Zeiser  Aye 
    Council Member Pratt   Aye 
    Council Member Briner  Aye 
      
Motion passed 9-0. 

 
 
Communications/Petitions 
 

A.     COVID Impacts Electronic Public Meetings- Emergency Order and OMA Updates  
B.    2021 Christmas Tree Recycling Program 

 
All items presented for the purpose of information only.  
 
Introduction and Adoption of Ordinances/Public Hearings 
    
None 
 
Old Business 
 
None 
 
New Business 
 

A.      POAM Letter of Understanding (LOU)  
  
City Manager Mackie reviewed the new package change to the POAM Letter of Understanding. 
 
Chief Hephner specified how he came up with the hiring package change which is being used to 
help recruit new officers.  
 
Further Council discussion ensued on the police department and to keep the department fully 
staffed.        
 
Motion by Council Member Briner, seconded by Council Member Sharp to approve the changes 
presented to the POAM Letter of Understanding (LOU).  
 
 

Roll call:    Mayor Stockford   Aye 
Council Member Morrisey  Aye 

 Council Member Sharp  Aye 
Council Member Socha                       Aye 

    Council Member Stuchell  Aye 
    Council Member Vear   Aye 
    Council Member Zeiser  Aye 
    Council Member Pratt   Aye 
    Council Member Briner  Aye 
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Motion passed 9-0. 
 
 

B. Application to Transfer Commercial Rehabilitation Exemption Certificate 2013-002 
from Bulldog Holdings, LLC to Cronin Hillsdale Real Estate, LLC 
 

Motion by Council Member Socha, seconded by Council Member Pratt to approve the Application 
to Transfer Commercial Rehabilitation Exemption Certificate 2013-002 from Bulldog Holdings, 
LLC to Cronin Hillsdale Real Estate, LLC as presented. Resolution 3437. 
 
By a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 

C.  City Council Standing Committee Appointments – Mayor Stockford  
 
Mayor Stockford presented the Council Standing Committee appointments. 
 
Public Services: Stuchell, Vear, Zeiser 
 
Operations & Governance: Morrisey, Pratt, Sharp 
 
Finance: Briner, Sharp, Vear 
 
Economic Development: Socha, Zeiser, Morrisey 
 
Public Safety: Pratt, Briner, Socha 
 
Motion by Council Member Vear, seconded by Council Member Sharp to approve Council Standing 
Committee appointments as presented. 
 
By a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

D.  2021 Council Goals –Mayor Stockford  
 
Mayor Stockford led discussion on ideas for 2021 Council goals. Council members suggested streets, 
public safety, leaf collection, focusing on downtown economic development and the possibility of 
continuing the homeless taskforce.  
 
City Manager Mackie added a few items that council may want to look into, Mitchell Building and 
the cost to maintain the building and reestablishing the recreation department due the programs that 
were shut down last year because of the Covid-19 pandemic and restrictions.  
 
Council will set goals at the next meeting scheduled for Monday, January 18, 2021.  

 
 
 Miscellaneous Reports 
 

A. Proclamation – None  
 

B. Re-Appointments—Kerry Laycock, Don Hernandez (alternate), Richard Curtis (alternate)  
to Board of Review.    

 
Motion by Council Member Morrisey, seconded by Council Member Sharp to approve all 
reappointments as presented.   
 
By a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 

C. Other – None  
 

General Public Comment 
 
Penny Swan, 8 S. Manning Street, thanked the street department, fire/police department, BPU crews 
for all their hard work over the last few days due to the ice storm and weather.  



January 4, 2021                   City Council Minutes 

Page 4 of 4 
 

Jack McLain, Hillsdale County, agreed with the idea to renovate the Mitchell building, added that it 
was in the TIFA district and that it would be nice to see something happen. McLain mentioned he 
would like to see a study on parking as there isn’t enough parking as well as to see a study for the 
Keefer House and Dawn Theater. 
 
City Manager’s Report 
 
City Manager Mackie, will get with the public services committee to review the options of 
funding for the road project and bring the findings back to council. 
 
City Manager mentioned that economic development to downtown district the city has been 
working with store owners, and will have an economic development meeting soon.   
 
Council Comments 
 
Council Member Stuchell will check into the Study for the Keefer House and Dawn Theater 
as well as parking study.  
 
Council Member Briner thanked all the public services and public safety crews for the hard 
working they did because of the winter storm.   
 
Adjournment 
 
Council Member Sharp, seconded by Council Member Briner moved to adjourn the meeting.  
 
By a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
Adam L. Stockford, Mayor 
 
 
 
_______________________ 
Katy Price, City Clerk 

















January 7, 2021 
 
 
 
 
Hillsdale City Council 
℅ Katy Price, City Clerk 
clerk@cityofhillsdale.org 
 
Dear Neighbors: 
 

On January 6, 2021, there was an attempted coup at the United States Capitol Building. A 
mob tried to overturn the November 3, 2020, presidential election results. The scenes were 
horrific, as people were breaking windows and entering the Capitol Building while the 
certification of the election results were taking place. This was not a peaceful demonstration and 
never was going to be. It was an attempt to undermine our Constitutional Republic, and it put 
lives in danger. Anyone in attendance who has yet to denounce it needs to be held accountable, 
including the people in attendance from Hillsdale.  
 

On January 5, 2021, a bus full of people organized by the Hillsdale Republican Party 
departed from the Walmart parking lot in Jonesville, Michigan. They advertised the event 
claiming that it “Will be Wild,” proving that those in attendance knew that it was not going to be 
a regular, peaceful protest. Others from the city may have traveled via different forms of 
transportation, as many Hillsdale residents were in attendance. Included in this protest were three 
members of the Hillsdale City Government, including two City Council members. The 
information that we have received indicates that Councilman Robert Socha, Councilman Greg 
Stuchell, and TIFA Board Member Lance Lashaway were among the Hillsdale City Government 
Officials in attendance. Due to their participation and failure to denounce the events that took 
place, we are calling for their resignation. 
 

The attempt to reverse the 2020 presidential election results is undemocratic and 
unconstitutional. Therefore, their support in this effort should have been enough to call for their 
resignation, but this did not happen. Their participation in the coup attempt is enough, as they 
clearly fail to believe in the constitution and the democratic process in which we run our 
elections. Councilman Socha, Councilman Stuchell, and TIFA Board Member Lashaway need to 
resign immediately. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carson Cooley 
 

Dustin Cleveland  
 
Jeanette Cooley Jeff Cooley Lynette Filppula 



 
 Laura Filppula Marie Gargin Vivien Hecklinger 
 
Sandra K Hodge Meghan Hodge Kaylee Krueger 
 
Hannah Laine David Lansing Anita Ledesma 
  
Eli Lee Stella McCourry Brenda Mota  
 
Samuel Murdock Kimberly Rafferty Kevin Rafferty 
 
Jill Richards Melissa Sheets Cameron Stych  
 
John Sword Benjamin Taylor Leisha Taylor 
 
Katelyn Throop Peggy Wilson  





City of Hillsdale 
Agenda Item Summary  

 
 
 
Meeting Date: January 18, 2021 
 
Agenda Item:  Old Business 
 
SUBJECT:  City Council 2021 Goals     
 
 
 
BACKGROUND PROVIDED BY STAFF:  David Mackie, City Manager 
 
At the January 4th City Council meeting the Mayor and Council discussion goals for 2021. The 
five goals that came from the discussion include: 
 

1. Street repair and reconstruction 
2. Bring back curbside leaf collection 
3. Return Police Department staffing to 8 patrol officers 
4. Re-establish the Recreation Department and its’ youth programs 
5. Develop a long-term plan for the Mitchell Building 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Discuss and approve the 2021 Council goals.  
 
 
 
 
 



City of Hillsdale 
Agenda Item Summary  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting Date:  January 18, 2021  
 
Agenda Item: Consent  
 
SUBJECT:  BPU Sanitary Sewer Camera Services 
 
 
BACKGROUND PROVIDED BY STAFF:   
For the planning of future infrastructure upgrades, it is necessary to complete an evaluation of 
the entire sewer collection system.  There are two parts to this evaluation, camera the pipes in the 
sewer system and also evaluation of all of the manholes in the system.  There is also a price 
included in the bid for any additional cleaning that may be required, this would be an additional 
cost.  A bid was put out to the public and returned on January 5, 2021.  There were 8 bidders and 
on bidder with an alternate bid to purchase software and extend payments over five years.  Staff 
reviewed all of the bids and recommend the low bidder Taplin Group LLC who is also 
completing our water service potholing project.  Staff has worked with Taplin in the past and 
have had no issues.  There is $330,000 included in the 2021 budget for this service.  This has 
been approved by the BPU Board. 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Staff recommends awarding the BPU Sanitary Sewer Camera Services bid to Taplin Group LLC. 
For the amount of $245,344.22 with a contingency of $54,655.78 for additional pipe cleaning for 
a total project cost of $300,000.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



























































































































































City of Hillsdale 
Agenda Item Summary  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting Date:  January 18, 2021  
 
Agenda Item: New Business 
 
SUBJECT:  Wickettstick Sanitary Line Maintenance Agreement 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND PROVIDED BY STAFF:   
A maintenance agreement has been developed by the city attorney for the Wickettstick 
development on Bernard Rd.  Wickettstick has funded and installed all required infrastructure to 
the BPU sewer system without any cost being paid from the BPU.  Wickettstick agrees to 
maintain its own infrastructure without any cost to the BPU.  This agreement outlines the terms 
to allow Wickettstick to utilize the sewer system.  This was developed by the City Attorney and 
reviewed by Eric Hoffman, Development owner.  This agreement was discussed at the previous 
board meeting and passed unanimously.  
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: The BPU Board and Staff recommends approving the Wickettstick 
Sanitary Line Maintenance Agreement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  SANITARY SEWER LINE MAINTAINANCE AGREEMENT 
 
This Agreement dated this ___ day of January, 2021, between the City Of Hillsdale, 
Michigan Board of Public Utilities of _______, (“BPU”) and Wickettstick Holdings, LLC, a 
Michigan Limited liability Company, of 2578 Lakeshore Dr. Hillsdale, MI 49242 
(“Wickettstick”), is based upon the following: 
 
WHEREAS Wickettstick has undertaken the development of certain real property 
located in Hillsdale Township, Michigan, and has requested and been granted 
permission to connect a sanitary sewage disposal system to be constructed to service 
said development to the BPU sewage disposal system; and  
 
WHEREAS the City of Hillsdale has granted an Easement to Wickettstick along a city 
maintained right of way for the purpose of placement, installation, and maintenance of 
the sanitary sewage disposal facilities to the BPU sewage disposal system; and  
 
WHEREAS the permission to utilize the Easement and to connect the Wickettstick 
sanitary sewage disposal facilities to the BPU sewage disposal system is expressly 
conditioned upon Wickettstick and its successors in interest bearing all expenses 
associated with the installation and ongoing maintenance of the transmission line that 
will connect the Wickettstick sanitary sewage disposal facilities to the BPU sewage 
disposal system, bearing all expenses associated with the installation and ongoing 
maintenance of any transmission lines installed in the future as a result of expansion or 
enlargement of the Wickettstick Development, as well as the express agreement by 
Wickettstick and its successors in interest to fully indemnify and hold the City of 
Hillsdale, Michigan and the BPU harmless from any and all claims of whatever nature 
associated with the current or future placement, installation, and maintenance of any 
and all sanitary sewage disposal transmission lines that will connect the BPU sewage 
disposal system to the Wickettstick sanitary sewage disposal facilities; and  
 
WHEREAS the BPU and Wickettstick wish to set forth the mutual understanding of the 
parties and the obligations of each party. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the above premises as well as the rights, 
duties, and obligations set forth below: 
 
IT IS HEREBY AGREED that in consideration of BPU’s willingness to allow Wickettstick 
to connect the Wickettstick sanitary sewage disposal facilities to the BPU sewage 
disposal system by means of a transmission line to be purchased and installed at 
Wickettstick’s sole expense, Wickettstick, its lessees, licensees, contractors, 
successors in interest, and assigns, shall be solely responsible on an ongoing basis for 
the payment of any and all expenses, including but not limited to costs of removing or 
repairing roadways or damages caused by the installation or heaving, settling, or 
breaking of such facilities or infrastructure, associated with the installation and ongoing 
maintenance of sanitary sewer transmission lines and related equipment necessary to 
connect the sewage disposal system located upon the developed property described in 



the Master Deed that has been recorded in Liber 1753, Page 0707 of the Hillsdale 
County Records (Attached hereto as Exhibit “A”) to the City of Hillsdale Sewage 
Disposal System, as well as any additional sewage disposal infrastructure that may be 
installed by WickettStick its lessees, licensees, contractors, successors in interest, and 
assigns in the future as a result of the expansion or enlargement of the Wickettstick 
Development, and Wickettstick, its lessees, licensees, contractors, successors in 
interest and assigns henceforth do hereby expressly agree to indemnify and hold the 
City of Hillsdale, Michigan and the BPU harmless from any and all expenses necessary 
to install, repair, replace, maintain, or remedy any damage caused by a failure of the 
Sewage Transmission Infrastructure and Equipment being installed by Wickettstick for 
the purpose of connection to and ongoing use of and transmission and disposal of 
sewage from the developed property described in the attached Master Deed to the City 
of Hillsdale Sewage Disposal System as well as any additional sewage disposal 
infrastructure that may be installed by WickettStick, its lessees, licensees, contractors, 
successors in interest, and assigns in the future as a result of the expansion or 
enlargement of the Wickettstick Development. 
 
IT IS FURTHER AGREED that the individuals or entities that purchase or otherwise 
take ownership of individual units within the Wickettstick housing development shall be 
obligated to pay periodic charges for use of the BPU Sewage Disposal System and the 
rates for such use shall be the same as those assessed to users whose residences are 
located within the City of Hillsdale and that, in consideration of the obligations of 
Wickettstick, its lessees, licensees, contractors, successors in interest and assigns, as 
set forth in this Agreement, no surcharge will be assessed to such users as a result of 
the fact that they reside outside the boundary limits of the City of Hillsdale.  
 
IT IS FURTHER AGREED that in the event that additional development in the same 
geographic area occurs in the future that will require additional access to the existing 
BPU Sewage Disposal System or if the BPU determines to extend services in the area 
of the Wickettstick Development, the parties hereto will cooperate with each other to 
make such amendments to this Agreement as may become reasonably necessary. 
 
 
Dated: January ___, 2021.    
 
 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
Hillsdale Board of Public Utilities   Wickettstick Holdings, LLC 
Chris McArthur, Director    By: Eric Hoffman, Member 
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