
 
 

 
P l a n n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  A g e n d a  

J u l y  2 0 ,  2 0 2 2  
 

I. Call to Order 5:30 pm  

A. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. Roll Call  

II. Public Comment 
Any agenda item – 3 min. limit 

III. Consent Items/Communications  
A. Approval of agenda – Action 
B. Approval of Planning Commission 

06/15/2022 minutes – Action 
 
IV. Communications 

A. Region 2 Planning Commission Packet – 

July 

Untitled (cityofhillsdale.org) 

fy23-

26_jacts_tip_v3_6.8.22_email_attachment.

pdf (cityofhillsdale.org) 

V. Site Plan Review 
A. 150 Barber Drive – Action  

VI. Old Business  
A. No Old Business 

 
VII. New Business  

A. Lighting Ordinance – Discussion 
B. Ordinance Planning – Discussion 

1. Halfway Houses 
statute-102-pg1619.pdf 
(cityofhillsdale.org) 
H.R.1158 - 100th Congress (1987-
1988)_ ...8 _ Congress.gov _ Library 
of Congress (cityofhillsdale.org) 
uic_law_review-winter_1996.pdf 
(cityofhillsdale.org) 

2. Tree Preservation 

michigan_planner_jan-
feb_5022.pdf (cityofhillsdale.org) 

3. Alternative Energy 
 
VIII. Zoning Administrator Report 

IX. Commissioners’ Comments 

X. Public Comment 
Any Commission related item – 3 min. limit 

XI. Adjournment  
Next meeting Wednesday, August 

17, 2022 at 5:30 pm 

P l a n n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  
97 North Broad Street 

Hillsdale, Michigan  49242-1695 
(517) 437-6440   Fax: (517) 437-6450 

https://www.cityofhillsdale.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning_commission/meeting/12921/july_14_2022_pkt.pdf
https://www.cityofhillsdale.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning_commission/meeting/12921/fy23-26_jacts_tip_v3_6.8.22_email_attachment.pdf
https://www.cityofhillsdale.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning_commission/meeting/12921/fy23-26_jacts_tip_v3_6.8.22_email_attachment.pdf
https://www.cityofhillsdale.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning_commission/meeting/12921/fy23-26_jacts_tip_v3_6.8.22_email_attachment.pdf
https://www.cityofhillsdale.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning_commission/meeting/12921/statute-102-pg1619.pdf
https://www.cityofhillsdale.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning_commission/meeting/12921/statute-102-pg1619.pdf
https://www.cityofhillsdale.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning_commission/meeting/12921/h.r.1158_-_100th_congress_1987-1988_.8_congress.pdf
https://www.cityofhillsdale.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning_commission/meeting/12921/h.r.1158_-_100th_congress_1987-1988_.8_congress.pdf
https://www.cityofhillsdale.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning_commission/meeting/12921/h.r.1158_-_100th_congress_1987-1988_.8_congress.pdf
https://www.cityofhillsdale.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning_commission/meeting/12921/uic_law_review-winter_1996.pdf
https://www.cityofhillsdale.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning_commission/meeting/12921/uic_law_review-winter_1996.pdf
https://www.cityofhillsdale.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning_commission/meeting/12921/michigan_planner_jan-feb_5022.pdf
https://www.cityofhillsdale.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning_commission/meeting/12921/michigan_planner_jan-feb_5022.pdf


 

 

  

 
City Planning Commission   

97  North Broad Street  
Hillsdale, Michigan  49242-1695  

( 517 )  437-6449   Fax:  ( 517 )  437-6450  

  

Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 
Hillsdale City Hall 
Council Chambers 
June 15, 2022 
5:30 pm 
 

I. Call to Order 
Meeting opened at 5:30 pm followed by the Pledge of Allegiance, and Roll Call.  

 
II. Members Present 

A. Members Present: Chairman Eric Moore, Vice Chairman Ron Scholl, Secretary Jacob 
Parker, Commissioner William Morrisey, Commissioner Penny Swan, Commissioner 
Kerry Laycock, Commissioner Elias McConnell 

B. Public Present: Zoning Administrator Alan Beeker, David Billington, Quinn O’Heeney, 
Daniel Lewis 
 

III. Consent Agenda and Minutes  
Motion to approve the Consent items as presented made by Commissioner Swan, 
seconded by Commissioner Scholl, motion approved unanimously.  

 
IV. Public Comment 

No public comment 
 

V. Site Plan Review 
A. 258 Union St. 

a. Mr. Beeker gave a brief description of the project. The proposed project is to 
construct a new 42 bed dormitory on Union St.  

b. Mr. Scholl asked if there would be alterations to the existing parking lot to 
accommodate the need for new dormitory parking. 

c. Mr. Lewis, project engineer, stated that there would be 20 new spaces added per 
zoning requirements to the south end of the existing lot. 

d. It was noted that the existing retention area would be doubled. 
e. Commissioner Laycock moved to approve, Commissioner Parker seconded, 

motion passed unanimously.  
B. Lakeview Cemetery Expansion 

a. Mr. Beeker gave a brief description of the project. The proposed project is to 
expand the existing cemetery into the adjacent 25 acres. The initial layout will 
offer 348 new plots. 

b. Commissioner Parker moved to approve, Commissioner Laycock seconded, 
motion passed unanimously. 
 

VI. Old Business 
No Old Business 



 

 

  

 
City Planning Commission   

97  North Broad Street  
Hillsdale, Michigan  49242-1695  

( 517 )  437-6449   Fax:  ( 517 )  437-6450  

  

 
VII. New Business  

A. Land Division – Pearl Tree LLC. 
a. The owner of the parcels located at 96 & 100 Budlong St would like to divide 

approx. 7 feet from 100 Budlong and combine it with the existing lot at 96 
Budlong to create a new drive for 96 Budlong. 

b. Mr. Beeker explained that there are several “No’s” on the application simply 
due to the fact that most of the lots in the older plats of the City do not meet 
the lot width requirement of the current zoning. 

c. Commissioner Swan moved to recommend the parcel split to council, 
Commissioner Moore seconded, motion carried unanimously.  

B. Fence Ordinance 
a. Mr. Laycock suggested changing 2(a)(4) to remove the specific treated wood 

reference. 
C. Landscape Ordinance 

a. No revisions were suggested 
Commissioner Laycock moved to accept both ordinances with revisions and to set a 
public hearing for final review at the July regular Commission meeting. 
Commissioner Moore supported, motion passed unanimously. 

   
VIII. Zoning Administrator Report 

Mr. Beeker informed the Commission of multiple sales of buildings in the downtown and 
that there were multiple projects in the works to rehabilitate those buildings. He also 
discussed the plan to start work on a new green energy ordinance, referencing the MSUE 
material that was included in the packet. 

 
IX. Commissioner’s Comments  

Commissioner Morrisey stated that the Council would like the Commission to consider 
and discuss amending the downtown district ordinance to exclude halfway houses in the 
future.  
Commissioner Scholl informed the Commission that the historic Wurlitzer organ that had 
been installed in the Dawn Theater in the 1920s has been donated to the Friends of the 
Dawn and is being sent to Chicago for restoration. The restoration and re-installation into 
the Theater should take approx. 2 years. 
 

X. Public Comment 
No public comment 

XI. Adjournment 
Commissioner Laycock moved adjourn the meeting, Commissioner Swan seconded. 
Motion passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 6:40 pm.  

 
XII. Next meeting: July 20, 2022 at 5:30 pm. 
 



    

TO:     
  

 Planning Commission  

FROM:  
  

 Zoning Administrator  

DATE:   
  

 July 20, 2022 
 

RE:     150 Barber Dr. – Hillsdale College Baseball Stadium  
  
Background: Hillsdale College is proposing a new baseball stadium and field. The project will entail the 
demolition and replacement of the existing baseball field and the addition of new dugouts, stands, 
concessions and toilet rooms. The new stadium will be located in the corner created by the Field House and 
Biermann Center.  The project was reviewed by the City Department Heads on July 7, 2022. The issues 
cited in the report have been resolved and the revised drawings are submitted for final Planning Commission 
approval. The Zoning Administrator recommends that the Planning Commission approve the proposed 
project. 
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ALAN C. BEEKER 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 

97 North Broad Street 
Hillsdale, Michigan  49242-1695 

(517) 437-6449   FAX: (517) 437-6450 

July 7, 2022 
 
 
Plans for the proposed Baseball Stadium for Hillsdale College located at 150 Barber Dr. were reviewed 
by the City Dept. Heads on July 7, 2022. Their comments are as follows: 
 
Present: Kristin Bauer (City Engineer), Ryan Kafer (Engineering Intern), Chief Scott Hephner (Police 
Department), Jason Blake (Dept. of Public Services), Alan Beeker (Planning & Zoning), Eric Sheffer 
(Board of Public Utilities), Jeff Geir (Board of Public Utilities), Scott Morrison (Project Architect) 
 
City Engineer 

 Storm Water Calculations: 
o Include calculations of existing storm water amounts. 

Public Services 
 Add notes to the drawings to jet the existing storm system following completion of the project. 
 Add notes to bag the catch basins during construction. 

Public Safety 
 Verified that the construction materials would not increase fire liability on the site 

Board of Public Utilities 
 Electrical: 

o No issues. 
 Water 

o No issues. 
 Sanitary 

o No issues. 
Planning/Zoning 

 No issues 
 
Final drawings with all department approved revisions must be received by the Planning Dept. no later 
than July 13, 2022. The Planning Commission will review the drawings for final approval at the regular 
meeting which will be held on July 20, 2022 at 5:30 pm. The location will be at City Hall, 97 N. Broad 
St. in the 3rd Floor Council Chambers.  
 



    

TO:     
  

 Planning Commission  

FROM:  
  

 Zoning Administrator  

DATE:   
  

 July 20, 2022 
 

RE:     Ordinance Review – Lighting  
  
Background: The current lighting section requires that parking lighting may not exceed 20’ in height. That 
height restriction is extremely antiquated and there were developments in the township (now City) that 
exceed that height. Future developers will require variances to install industry standard height lighting for 
future projects. The City Attorney has returned his comments and the newly amended ordinance is 
submitted for review. 



Sec. 36-631. - Lighting.  

All lighting used to illuminate any off-street parking area shall not exceed 20 feet in overall 
height above ground level, and shall be so installed as to be confined within and directed on the 
parking area only.  

(Code 1979, § 17.34.110; Ord. No. 2017-005, 11-6-2017)  


